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CZECHOSLOVAK ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPENING
OF FIRST PETROCHEMICAL PLANT
MAY BE MISLEADING

According to Rude Pravo, the Duslo Chemical Combine at Sal'a nad
Vahom in Czechoslovakia was put into partial operation early in November
1962, 1/ Circumstances attending the initial production, however, sug-
gest that completion of the basic sections of the combine, which involves
the application of petrochemical technology, is running behind schedule
and that announcement of the opening of the combine may have been pre-
mature.

The combine is to be one of Czechoslovakia's largest chemical instal-
lations and is the first of several petrochemical installations planned or
being constructed in Czechoslovakia. Construction of the combine, which
began in 1958, is expected to cost 500 million crowns. (About US $70 mil-
lion at the official rate of exchange of 7.2 crowns to US $l. This rate, how-
ever, significantly overstates the value of Czechoslovak investment. ) When
completed, in 1965, the combine will employ 1, 500 to 2,000 workers., Dur-
ing the first of two planned stages of construction, the combine is to produce
mainly nitrogen fertilizer (calcium ammonium nitrate) along with ammonia
and nitric acid, but in the second stage the range of products is to be in-
creased to include acetic acid, acetaldehyde, vinyl acetate, urea, thermal
phosphates, plastics, and chloroprene synthetic rubber. 2/ The combine
is scheduled to become, on completion, the largest Czechoslovak producer
of nitrogen fertilizer, accounting for about one-third of the total amount
of 300, 000 metric tons of nitrogen fertilizer to be produced in Czechoslo-
vakia in 1965, _§_/

The combine figures prominently in Czechoslovak plans for the ex-
pansion of chemical production, and its development is to be a key element
in building up the chemical industry in industrially underdeveloped Slovakia.
In contrast to the national goal of raising output of the entire chemical in-
dustry in 1965 by 97 percent compared with 1960, the goal for the chemical
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industry in Slovakia alone was to raise output by 165 percent. 4/ Although
the Third Five Year Plan (1961-65) was replaced in August 1962 by a Seven
Year Plan (1964—70), heavy emphasis has remained on the chemical in-
dustry and the increased production of fertilizer, pesticides, chemical
fibers, synthetic rubber, and plastics.

The announcement of the opening of the combine, however, seems to
be misleading. The utilization of natural gas from western Slovakia as a
raw material, a technology new to Czechoslovakia, is to be employed to
obtain ammonia, the necessary starting chemical for production of both
nitrogen fertilizer and an intermediate product, nitric acid. No produc -
tion of ammonia, however, has taken place at the combine as yet. The
initial output at the combine consisted of nitrogen fertilizer and nitric acid,
using technologies already well known and established in Czechoslovakia.
This fact suggests that ammonia probably had to be shipped in from a dis-
tance of at least 200 kilometers. The initial production of nitrogen ferti- .
lizer and nitric acid, therefore, appears to have been a makeshift to
placate President Novotny, who had set 1 October 1962 as the deadline
for initial production at this plant. 5/ The fact that the ammonia is not
yet in production at the plant suggests further that the Czechoslovaks may
be experiencing difficulties in putting the basic petroChemical sections of
the plant into operation. In spite of the economic disadvantages of trans-
porting ammonia a considerable distance, the combine probably was opened
for reasons of prestige.

21 December 1962 CIA/RR CB 62-88 Page 2

C—O-N—F-I—D—E-N—T—I—A—L

A
pproved For Release 2000/05/12 : CIA-RDP79T01003A001400180001-6



Approved For Release 2000/05/12 : CIA-RDP79T01003A001400180001-6

C-O-N-F-I1-D-E-N-T-I-A-L

Analyst: 25X1A
Coord:
Sources:

1. Czechoslovakia. Rude pravo, 5 Nov 62, p. 1. TU.

2 CIA. FDD Translation no U-3056574-C, Selected Information

on East European Industrial Plants, Reel 938, 1 Aug 60.

OFF USE.
JPRS. 10656, Summary of the Czechoslovak Provincial Press,

20 Oct 61, p. 7. U,
25X1C ;.
Air Intelligence Information Report, no 143 3,

Air Force.

2 Sep 60 . 2. U,
STATSPECs.
5.,
25X1C
21 December 1962 CIA/RR CB 62-88 Page 3

C-0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L

Approved For Release 2000/05/12 : CIA-RDP79T01003A001400180001-6



%

Approved For Relﬁéﬁ\ﬁ(‘){)ﬁlﬁ%‘lfl:&A-RDP79T01 003A001400180001-6

CONFIDENTIAL
Approved For Release 2000/05/12 : CIA-RDP79T01003A001400180001-6



Analyst: _ R/CH
* Approved For Rglease 2000/0812:- GIA-RBR7SF0A0P3 AP0 180001-6 :

Coenirol Stall

by i GROUF 1
Control Sheet , % Excluded from autamam
lﬂ g downgrading and

50

Series Number CIA/RR CB 62-88 -”‘?asaiﬂcatmn Jesesiticatan
itate of Document 21 December 1962 Mumber of Copies

[PETNE—y——

g 3 v

Lopy No, Recipient Date Returnea ¢

e s, L imanmons e s

Rec'd in St/P/C

.. 102 - 143
104
106
107
108 N
A09

27 Dec 62
.28Dec 62 e
31Dec 62 13/ Mece?

T R R A e

AN —

C111l-114 //Q;rse?/?-
115 -143 F11ed in St/P/C N S

T e - s . et
— e e W P R " e s
e, 7 -
Aers sanrene R e - = =
s, pr oo -
- s e
e Tt -
-~ aron ey =
w - s ot .
s s e o o =r s
. pre S, e NN, SRR
masine . A e
- o PURp— e
o g s sz

gL s

ApprevedeeFRelease-%%IGQ 1 2“‘"6 IA%RBP‘?Q:I' 64%3‘#661“413@ 18060’1‘- T ———




BeE-C-R-E~T
Approved For Release 2000/05/12 : CIA-RDP79T01003A001400180001-6

ORR/St/1/D Distribution of Current Support Brief No. 62-88

Czechoslovak Announcement of Opening of First Petrochemical Plant Mey Be
Misleading (Confidential), 21 December 1962

Copy No.

92
93-95
26-98

99

100
101
102-143
144

14%-155
156-169
17¢-179
180-~181
182-185

186-197
198-199
20G-201

202

203-250

Reciziant
. AD/RR
DAD/RR
Ch/E
St/PR *

D/A {1 each branch)
D/MS {1 each branch}
D/R (1 each branch; 3 for R/FUY
D/M {1 each branch)
D/1 {1 each branch; 2 for 1/TEF)
D/GG
St/1 {1 each branch)
EIC/S 25X1A
St/FM
~Analyst/Branch [ r/ce
GR/CR
BR/CR
IR/CR
L;b;-ary/ CR
IP1/CR
VMR, 25X1A
AD/QO
Chief, FDD
CD/ Q0O
RID/AN, Unit 4
OSI
OBI
OTR/1S/IP, Room GCll Hq.
NPIC/REF, Room 502, Steuart Bldg.
8t/®/C, Room: 4F41 Hq.

Commandant Nat'l War College, Ft. Leslie McNiir, Attn: Classified
Records Section, Rm. 26, Nat'l War Coliege niig. . Wash. 25, D.C.

ACSI/Army, R. 1D479, Pentagon

Navy, Director ONI, Room 58659, Pentagon

HQ. USAF, Attn: AFCIN-3Dl, Room 48137, Pertagon

Ass't. Secretary of Defense, ISA, Room 3D220, Pentagon

USIA, Attn: W. Phelps, IRR/D, Room 701, Walker Johneon Bldg. .
1734 New York Ave., N. W.

State, INR Communications Center, Room 7818, Stats Dept. Bldg.

DIA, Services Division, Publications Section, Room 2C230, Pentagon

Dr. Neilson Debevoise, NSC, Room 365, Executive Office Bldg.
Dept. of the Treasury, Office of International Tiiance, Mrs. E. D.
Downing, Room 5421, 15th St. & Pesnsylvaniz Ave., N. W,
Attm: William Turpin, Special Ass’t. to Secretary of the
Treasury, Room 3330, Treasury Pldg.
Records Center

GROUP 1
S-E-C=-R ~E-T Excluded from awtomatic

downgrediney and

Approved For Release 2000/05/12 : CIA-RDP79I6%4903A001400180001-6



Approved For Release 2000/G5/t2- rQIA-RDP79T01003A001400180001-6

SUUBJECT: Distribution of Current Support Brief No. £-.88

_Czechoslovek Announcement of Opening of First Petrochemicel Plant

_Msy Be Misleading (Confidential), 21 December 1962 o

| 25X1A .
Copy No. Recipient
1 O/DDI - Attn: - Room 7E32 Hg.
2. 3 NIC
4 - 11 QCI Internal
12 - 14 ONE
i5 - 20 St/CS/RR
2 O/DDI - 25X1A
22 = 30 NSA
- NSAL 25X1A
54 - 250 ORR/St/Y/D Distribution

{Izistributed by OCI)

‘ GROUP 1
S-E-C-R-E-T [Excluded from automail
downarading and
declassificatlon

Approved For Release 2000/05/12 : CIA-RDP79T01

01400180001-6

+ mmmw  mes  crm o meem



CEb2-57
\-RDP79T01003A001400180001-6

25X1A

Sources:

1. Czechoslovekia. Rude iié‘a.vo, 5 Nov 62, p. 1. U.

2. CIA. FDDp Trenslation no U-30565T4-C, Selected Information
on East Buropean Industrial Plants, Reel 936, 1 Aug 60. OFF USE.

JPRS. 10656, Summary of the Czechoslovak Provincial Press,

20 Oct 61, p. T. U.

25X1C
Ay Force. Air Intelllgence Informaiion Report, no 1430313,
2 Sep 60, p. 2. U. '
STATSPEC 4
25X1C >

wm e L .
EIMTATTIR %“

C s 3T

Approved For Release 2000/05/12 : CIA-RDP79T01003A001400180001-6



5-E-CaF~E=T

ARRre s fien Reteas a:200910511 P ROVERBDINZD SEI0TA001400180001-6

s 2 g ol O _ER- L R
raiyat . #ranch o ,é’{é’/
I Date Initials Remarks E
B i 25X1A AL |
Rt R Qore 631 P77
tinedited draft orrn it -
tdised draft /7(/
Other 25X1C
i SECURITY

ap) Text check -
t) Sources to be checked

20
PR

d) Releane requestad:

1) initiated o : | P
2) received

JL ouT

Report #1 sent to AD/RR
Report #2 sent to DDI 25X1A
Report #3 given to
for sanitizing
OL/PSD notified to disseminate

Group 1
Excluded from automati

Approved For Release20b0fod11Z - EIA-RDP79T01 "°3A9§2¥£5,',1m0¥a ‘




